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at the Foreign Office by Sir Eobert Peel, and on the
latter's resignation in 1846 he was sworn a Privy Councillor.
On the Conservatives returning to office Canning was
ofiered by Lord Derby the post of Foreign Secretary;
but this for party reasons he felt unable to accept. Next
year, however, he became Postmaster-General under
Aberdeen, and he continued in that post under Palmerston
until in 1855 he was appointed Governor-General of India,
a post that had been ofiered to his father a generation
earlier.
He went out full of high hopes, determined to pursue
the path of peace, though well aware, as he said, that in
the East not even the wisest Government can command it.
Almost at once he found himself obliged to declare war
on Persia, which was attacking Herat in the west of
Afghanistan. The campaign was successfully concluded
in a few months; and then suddenly, in May 1857, came
the Mutiny.
The Indian Mutiny broke out almost a century after
the battle of Plassey (23rd June 1757~10th May 1857).
Many causes contributed to it. Lord Dalhousie had
recently annexed several native states and dispossessed
their ruling dynasties. He had laid up and down the
peninsula lines of telegraphs and railways, the strength and
value of which were already being realised and feared by
the natives; Indians of whatever caste, birth or education
were still debarred from all the higher posts in the Army
or Civil Service; the Crimean War had left an impression
all over India that the English were not invincible; while
many Indians believed their own troops to have been largely
responsible for the recent conquest of the Punjab. Whether
or not any foreign influence was behind the Mutiny is still
not known; but there were certainly many discontented
Indian princes; there was a belief that the century of
English rule was now to come to an end; and -there was a
general fear among the Sepoys that India was to be
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